MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
5 he said, "the directors of the factories themselves
agree when they are here.35 But he said there was immense
pressure for all kinds of reasons to increase Moscow factories,
and he seemed a litde uncertain how far they would be able
to resist it.
The second method of keeping down the population of
Moscow is by the passport system, which was introduced in
1932. Nobody can live in Moscow without a special pass-
port authorizing them to do so. The control of passports
is in the hands of the G.P.U. We did not succeed in getting
hold of any regulations as to the conditions on which pass-
ports are issued; the stories we heard about it were most
conflicting. Some people said that if a man had work and
a dwelling-place in Moscow, he automatically got a pass-
port; others put it that unless a man had both work and a
dwelling-place in Moscow he could not get a passport, which
would seem to make it very difficult for any outsider to get
one! Others again said that the G.P.U. did not hesitate to
take passports away if they disapproved of anybody's
actions; in fact, we were given instances where this had
happened.
The third method of controlling the population of Moscow
is by means of evictions for slum clearance. Until recently
alternative accommodation had to be offered. In July 1936
a decree was issued by the Central Committee of the Party
and Sovnarkom1 tinder which in the case of evictions for
slum clearance or other purposes alternative accommodation
need not be offered. Instead of that a payment would be
made for each individual removed of 2,500 roubles; two
months' notice to be given.
This decree was issued for the purpose of facilitating
slum clearance. According to the official view there would
be little hardship; the cash compensation was generous.
When there were four members of the family it would be
possible to build an all-the-year dacha for the io5ooo roubles
received.
Critics pointed out that nobody could hope to build a
dacha in two months; that only where there were four or
more members of a family and where ample time was
allowed, would it be possible to build a dacha; that it was
quite impossible to get even a temporary bed in a corner of
1 Moscow Daily Jtfe&3st July sand 1936.
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